Nubibus atris (1:7)

Philosophia turns to nature imagery to instruct Boethius to free his mind in order to perceive the truth
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Covered by dark clouds
the stars can

pour forth
no light.

If the stormy south wind,
churning up the sea,

should disturb
the tide,

a wave, formerly
glassy and smooth

as in serene days,
become murky with
loosed mud

soon obscures sight;

and a stream that
meanders down

from the high mountains
is often dammed

by a rock loosened
from a barrier of stone.
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